
under Title 32 in home-
land security roles. Both 
duty statuses are paid with 
federal dollars, but under 
Title 32, the state governor 
maintains control of Na-
tional Guard forces. 

The bill also addresses re-
serve-component service 
members that were dis-
charged with a service-
connected disability. They 
are currently not covered 
under Post 9/11 GI Bill 
law. Service members un-
der Title 10 that are dis-
charged due a service-
connected disability receive 
the full 4-year benefits, so 
Loebsack felt it was right 
for Title 32 Guard mem-
bers discharged to receive 
the benefits as well. 

Since the bill’s September 
introduction, it’s received 
22 co-sponsors and has 
received a referral to the 
House Veterans Affairs 
Committee. DefenseLink 
unfortunately reports 
though that the VA has no 
intentions of passing GI 
Bill-related legislation until 
next year. 
 
From: 
www.veteransbenefitsgibil

l.com/ 
 

Think the government’s 
turned its back on the Post 
9/11 GI Bill? That the new 
GI Bill’s been left to fend 
for the wolves? Think 
again! While there are still 
several military members 
that are [quite unbelieva-
bly] waiting for their Post 
9/11 GI Bill benefits, there 
are members that are push-
ing to refine the new GI 
Bill and make it more at-
tractive for the military 
members of future semes-
ters. And here’s one of 
them. 

New bipartisan legislation 
was introduced on Septem-
ber 10 that would push 
30,000+ National Guard 
members into Post 9/11 GI 
Bill qualification status. 
This legislation is thanked 
to Iowa representative Dave 
Loebsack and includes 
National Guard members 
that are called to active 
duty in order to support 
our homeland security. 

Quoted from Loebsack and 
the DefenseLink, the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s 
site: “Essentially, the new 
GI Bill of Rights that we 
passed last year uninten-
tionally left out about 
30,000 members of the 
National Guard. They are 
not receiving all of the 

benefits they have earned 
(…) Our National Guard 
members who participate 
in disaster response, protec-
tion of U.S. airspace, bor-
der security and many 
other critical missions de-
serve the Post-9/11 GI 
benefits and the opportuni-
ties that come with those 
benefits. As a former col-
lege professor, I know and 
understand the many doors 
an education can open. A 
small technical error will 
not and should not get in 
the way of opening those 
doors.” 
Originally the Post 9/11 GI 
Bill only extended benefits 
to the service members that 
were under Title 10 duty 
status, ignoring those that 
served under Title 32 
homeland security roles. 
Both duties are paid by the 
federal government even 
though Title 32 service 
members are under the 
control of the state gover-
nor. The idea is to recog-
nize them as playing a fed-
eral role rather than strictly 
a state role. 

The current Post 9/11 GI 
Bill, which began Aug. 3, 
extends benefits only to 
service members serving 
under Title 10 duty status, 
but the proposed law 
would cover those serving 

Legislation May Extend GI Bill to National Guard 
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Calls Part of System-
atic Outreach to Im-

prove Service 

WASHINGTON (19 
OCT 09 ) -- Representa-
tives of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
will be telephoning Vet-
erans across the country 
to explain their educa-
tion benefits under the 
new Post-911 GI Bill 
and ensure beneficiaries 
are able to receive pay-
ments due them.   

“The Post-9/11 GI Bill is 
one of our highest priori-
ties,” said Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Eric K. 
Shinseki. “Instead of 
making people wait to 
hear from us, we’re 
reaching out to Veter-
ans, so they can get the 

money they need to stay 
in school.” 

The Department is con-
ducting this telephone 
outreach in response to 
the large numbers of 
Veterans who have ap-
plied for education 
benefits for the fall 2009 
semester.  The calls are 
scheduled to go to Vet-
erans who have applied 
for benefits under the 
new educational assis-
tance program.  Those 
who registered for ad-
vanced payments will be 
called, too, in ensure 
they received their 
benefits. 

To protect the personal 
identity of Veterans, VA 
representatives making 
calls will not ask for any 

personal information, 
such as birthdates, bank 
account or social secu-
rity numbers, but they 
may ask family mem-
bers for information to 
contact Veterans who 
are away at school. 

“Our procedures and 
policies to provide ad-
vanced payments re-
main in effect,” Shinseki 
said. “Meanwhile, we’re 
completing the on-time 
development of our 
automated processing 
system that will ensure 
timely delivery of checks 
in the future.” 

 

 

25 December- 

Christmas 

 

26 Dec—1Jan 

Kwanzaa 

 

1 January— 

New Year 

 

 

 

11-19 December- 

Hanukkah 

 

12 December—
Wreaths Across 
America at Oak-
land Cemetery 

 

18 December 

Muhrram 

 

21 December— 

Winter Solstice 

5 January— 

FedEx Orange 
Bowl, Go Hawks! 

 

19 January— 

Classes Resume 

 

14 February-  

Chinese New Year 

 

 

 

VA Contacting Veteran-Students about New GI Bill  

Upcoming Events 

"It is my earnest hope - indeed 

the hope of all mankind - that 

from this solemn occasion a 

better world shall emerge out of 

the blood and carnage of the 

past, a world found upon faith 

and understanding, a world 

dedicated to the dignity of man 

and the fulfillment of his most 

cherished wish for freedom, 

tolerance and justice." 

- General Douglas Macarthur   
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by Kelly Paice (NBC) - 
President Obama today 
signed into law the Vet-
erans Health Care 
Budget Reform and 
Transparency Act, guar-
anteeing advance fund-
ing for veterans' medi-
cal care. The premise of 
the law is to be sure the 
services provided by the 
Department of Veter-
ans Affairs will not be 
disrupted by budget 
approval delays from 
Congress. Delays in 
passing the VA budget 
are nothing new -- this 
year was the 20th time 
in the last 23 years that 
Congress did not ap-
prove it by the begin-
ning of the fiscal year. 
These delays can be es-

pecially disruptive to 
VA hospitals and clinics 
across the country. 
  
In the East Room sign-
ing ceremony, Obama 
said, "This is common-
sense reform. It pro-
motes accountability at 
the VA; it ensures over-
sight by Congress; it is 
fiscally responsible by 
not adding a dime to 
the deficit; and it en-
sures that veterans' 
health care will no 
longer be held hostage 
to the annual budget 
battles in Washington."  
  
The new law will pro-
vide funding one year 
in advance for veterans 
medical programs, so if 

Congress continues in 
its pattern of failing to 
approve the VA budget 
at its scheduled time, 
there will be no lapse in 
funding. Advance fund-
ing will take effect with 
the fiscal 2011 budget. 
In order to secure that 
money beforehand, 
however, the new law 
will require the VA to 
submit an estimate of 
its funding needs to the 
nonpartisan Govern-
ment Accountability 
Office for review. That 
review will then be 
made public, hence the 
"transparency" of the 
law.  

Obama signs VA bill into law 

News and Notes 
and will produce per-
sonal stories by the end 
of the weekend. Writing 
exercises are available for 
course participants who 
are registered. Opportu-
nities to read each other’s 
work (both as a class 
“workshop” and one-on-
one with professional 
writers) as well as a two-
week online follow up, 
will help continue the 
writing and revising proc-
ess. No writing experi-
ence is needed to attend 
this workshop.  

From:  http://
www.midwestvetswriti
ngworkshop.com/                              

From BuildASign.com 

an offer to help honor 

the memories of those 

lost at Ft. Hood 

At BuildASign.com, we are 
closely involved with the 
military community and 
were deeply saddened by 
the tragedy at Ft. Hood on 
November 5, 2009. In re-
sponse to this heartbreak-
ing event, we want to help 
spread support for our 
neighbors in Killeen, TX 
and our friends and family 
in the military community. 
We are offering you a com-
plimentary bumper magnet 
as a way to honor those 

lost.  

BuildASign.com/

Troops   

VETS MIDWEST 

WRITING WORKSHOP  

@ U of IOWA 

January 15 - 17, 2010 

We each have a story to 
tell. And this free week-
end writing workshop 
will help you learn how 
to tell it well. By using 
writing exercises to ex-
plore wartime experi-
ences—the fear, the bore-
dom, anxieties, thrills, 
brutality and tears—we 
learn how to write a story 
and make it compelling. 
Workshop participants 
will explore the many 
approaches one can take 
to writing about the self 

A young man who 

does not have 

what it takes to 

perform military 

service is not 

likely to have 

what it takes to 

make a living.  

--John F. Kennedy--  
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Phone: 319-384-2020 
Or 

319-335-3152 
 

Our very own Cate Hartman was 
recognized through the University of 

Iowa’s Be Remarkable program.   

University of Iowa 
Veterans Association 

203 Communications Center 

 

I've not seen my own son in more than a while, 

But my wife sends me pictures, he's sure got 

her smile.ò  

Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his 

bag, 

The red, white, and blue... an American flag. 

ñI can live through the cold and the being 

alone, 

Away from my family, my house and my 

home.  

 

I can stand at my post through the rain and the 

sleet, 

I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat.  

I can carry the weight of killing another, 

Or lay down my life with my sister and 

brother.. 

Who stand at the front against any and all, 

To ensure for all time that this flag will not 

fall."  

 

"So go back inside," he said, "harbor no fright, 

Your family is waiting and I'll be all right." 

"But isn't there something I can do, at the least, 

"Give you money," I asked, "or prepare you a 

feast? 

It seems all too little for all that you've done,  

For being away from your wife and your son."  

 

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 

"Just tell us you love us, and never forget.  

To fight for our rights back at home while 

we're gone, 

To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 

For when we come home, either standing or 

dead, 

To know you remember we fought and we 

bled. 

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust,  

That we mattered to you as you mattered to 

us." 

 

  LCDR Jeff Giles, SC, USN 

30th Naval Construction Regiment 

OIC, Logistics Cell One 

Al Taqqadum, Iraq  

 

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim 

light, 

I gazed round the room and I cherished the 

sight.  

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 

My daughter beside me, angelic in rest. 

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, 

Transforming the yard to a winter delight.  

 

The sparkling lights in the tree I believe, 

Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.  

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was 

deep, 

Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 

In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, 

So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.  

 

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near, 

But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear.  

Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know, Then 

the 

sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 

And I crept to the door just to see who was 

near.  

 

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the 

night, 

A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.  

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, 

Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold. 

Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 

Standing watch over me, and my wife and my 

child.  

 

"What are you doing?" I asked without fear, 

"Come in this moment, it's freezing out here!  

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your 

sleeve, 

You should be at home on a cold Christmas 

Eve!" 

For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, 

Away from the cold and the snow blown in 

driftsé  

 

To the window that danced with a warm fire's 

light 

Then he sighed and he said, "Its really all right,  

I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night. 

"It's my duty to stand at the front of the line, 

That separates you from the darkest of times.  

 

No one had to ask or beg or implore me, 

I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before 

me.  

My Gramps died at ' Pearl on a day in Decem-

ber," 

Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas 'Gram 

always remembers." 

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ' Nam 

', 

And now it is my turn and so, here I am.  

Cate Hartmann can still conjure the 

smell of burning oil wells and de-

caying bodies in bombed-out tanks 

she encountered while traveling 

Iraqôs Highway to Hell during the 

first Persian Gulf War. 

Sheôs since left the military and 

built successful careers in agricul-

ture and accounting. But memories 

of her serviceðand everything af-

terðbrought her to The University 

of Iowa this year. 

Hartmann is studying rehabilitation 

counseling, intent on a new career 

helping other veterans. Right now, 

however, sheôs helping others make 

the leap from military to college 

life. 

ñI donôt want to hand the next gen-

eration of veterans anything less 

than the best I can,ò Hartmann 

says. 

To serve her country in Operation 

Desert Storm, Hartmann, then 36, 

had to leave her fifth-grade son be-

hind with relatives. Sheôd later go 

through a divorce during her 11 

months overseas. 

Read the full story at 

www.uiowa.edu/be-remarkable/
portfolio/people/hartmann-c.html 

From the Front 
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